APPLICATION FORM

Asian Conversations, 2010-11 Academic Year

DUE 5:00 P.M., MONDAY, MARCH 1, 2010
(To Laurel Brook, Asian Studies AAA, Old Main 1st floor office)
Asian Conversations outline
	2
	+
	3

	Chn or Jpn 231

Fall
	Chn or Jpn 232

Spring
	
	AS210

Fall
	AS215

Interim
	AS220 

Spring


We seek motivated students interested in taking the 2+3 Asian Conversations course sequence.  Applicants should be excited about their Chinese or Japanese language study, eager for a set of linked classes exploring Asian journeys, and ready for an integrated program interim in China or Japan.  More information about the program, including course descriptions, is available at http://www.stolaf.edu/depts/asian-studies/asiancon/  and on the back of this form.
Preference will be given to rising sophomores [class of 2013] although we will also consider applications from rising juniors (class of 2014).  Students must have completed Chinese/Japanese 112 or equivalent before beginning the program.  We will evaluate applications based on:

· Quality of application essays

· Academic performance (in language classes and overall)
Students who complete the program will earn six General Education credits, in addition to completing their FOL requirement (ALS-A, ALS-L, HBS, MCS-G, ORC and WRI).
Basic applicant information

	Name:
	Class of: 

	
	

	Email:
	Languages studied:

	
	

	Name one non-Asian Studies faculty member who knows you well (we may contact them to discuss your application):



Please attach the following to this cover sheet:

1. An up-to-date, unofficial transcript.

2. Typed, single-spaced short essays answering the following questions (total of 300-500 words for both):

a. Describe your intellectual commitment to studying Asia.  Explain why you have decided to take 2 (or more) years of an Asian language, and how it fits into your larger college education.

b. What do you contribute to collaborative projects?  Please discuss one specific example in detail.
Confirm commitment to program

With my signature below, I confirm that if accepted to Asian Conversations, I plan to complete the entire 2+3 sequence.  I understand that no other language may be substituted for Chinese or Japanese.  If I leave the program before successful completion of 210, 215 and 220, I understand that I will not earn any of the GE credits listed above.
Signature: _______________________________________________________________________

THE NEW ASIAN CONVERSATIONS

	
Discussion based.

	Interim in China or Japan.
	Linked Classes.


	GE Credits 

(awarded at end of sequence)
	ALS-A
	ALS-L
	HBS
	MSG
	ORC
	WRI


2010-11 Asian Conversations Director: Professor Karil Kucera 

Your schedule during a year in Asian Conversations:





	Fall semester
	Interim
	Spring semester

	Chinese 231 or Japanese 231 

(or higher)
	AS215: Meeting Sojourners


Students pursue a guided fieldwork experience in the country whose language they study, either Japan or China.* Activities and readings in this course build on the topics from AS210 and three semesters of language study.  Students explore the double meaning of “sojourner” throughout the course: first, as it applies to their own month-long experience, and second, with regard to local informants who lived elsewhere previously.  Students develop projects and follow a process of inquiry that will help them understand how ordinary people construct “Asian” culture and society today.

*MN-based option available upon petition.
	Chinese 232 or Japanese 232

(or higher)

	AS210: Mapping Journeys
Meets on Tu/Th in 11:45/12:45 time slot

How do pilgrims, travelers and migrants make sense of their journeys in Asia?  We will explore maps, histories, tales and guides that define Asia today and in years past, including at least one of the classic Asian texts. We will study how cultural, linguistic, economic, religious, social and political connections and divisions create and sustain communities in Asia.  Students will spend the last few weeks of the term planning related projects for their Interim course.

	
	AS220 Interpreting Journeys
Meets on Tu/Th in 11:45/12:45 time slot

Having looked at how people journey through Asia, this final semester in Asian Conversations considers how ideas journey over time and space. We will examine a range of interpretations of Asia, including spiritual, literary, philosophical and linguistic ideas.  Students will present the ideas gathered from contacts made during Interim at the beginning of the semester.  Additional materials include memoirs, novels, films that share individualized interpretations of Asian journeys.


